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A 52-year-old woman comes to the office to discuss cosmetic enhancement of her forehead. Three years ago, the patient had 
an episode of right-sided Bell palsy that left a deep furrow on her forehead. She says a friend of hers was recently treated 
with injections of a medication called Essepro and was very pleased at how it eradicated her "worry line." The patient has 
brought with her an advertisement for Essepro, which is shown, and asks if it would be appropriate for her to use. Additional 
medical history is significant for well-controlled hypertension, celiac sprue, fibromyalgia, and a "reaction" to silicone breast 
implants 18 years ago that resulted in removal of the implants. Medications are amitriptyline, lisinopril, hydrochlorothiazide, 
and aspirin. The patient is allergic to latex and adhesive tape. Vital signs are normal and physical examination shows no 
abnormalities aside from a pronounced furrow of her forehead and a mild facial droop on the affected side. 

1. Which of the following factors is most significant in deciding whether Essepro injections are appropriate for this
patient?

(A) Age
(B) Allergy to latex
(C) History of Bell palsy
(D) Location of the skin furrow
(E) Previous reaction to silicone

Answer:  C 

2. If this patient is treated with Essepro, she should be informed of which of the following?

(A) Any analgesic can be used to treat pain after the injection
(B) Distant spread of the toxin will cause serious adverse effects
(C) She has an 80% chance of needing another injection
(D) She should avoid using aspirin prior to the procedure
(E) There is a 90% chance that she will be very satisfied with the results

Answer:  D 
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